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Uvodnik
Z novim letom je, kot po navadi, vodstvo EU prevzela Španija, ki ji sledita Belgija in nato Madžarska, med njimi pa je pričakovati tesno sodelovanje. Zdi se, da so postavljene zelo široke prioritete (namreč kar 9, običajno pa jih je 3-5, kar je bolj realno). V prihodnjih mesecih se bo predsedstvo ukvarjalo s temami, kot so: energetika, boj proti podnebnim spremembam, oživitev evropskega gospodarstva in zagotavljanje delovnih mest, boj proti revščini in socialni izključenosti, povečanju vlaganj v raziskave in razvoj, povečanju vpliva, ki ga ima EU v svetovnem merilu, idr.

Nekatere prioritete sovpadajo s temami, ki jih je Evropska komisija opredelila za leto 2010. Tako bo pričujoče leto namenjeno boju proti revščini in socialni izključenosti, namenjeno pa je tudi zagotavljanju biološke raznolikosti.

Z novo Lizbonsko pogodbo je Evropski parlament pridobil nove pristojnosti, ki jih je že pričel uveljavljati pri nekaterih mednarodnih dogovorih – npr. z odklonitvijo sporazuma z ZDA o posredovanju finančnih informacij.

V torek, 9. februarja, je bila uradno potrjena Evropska komisija v novi sestavi. Predsednik komisije Barroso je dal vedeti, da bo v drugem mandatu odločnejši v odnosu do držav članic, ko gre za spoštovanje dogovorov in sprejete zakonodaje. Pri tem mu je prišel prav škandalozni primer Grčije, katere vlada je prišla v Evro sistem s ponarejenimi podatki in je izgleda računala, da jo bo Evropa reševala. Taka neodgovornost seveda dolgo ne more ostati nekaznovana – račune pa ne bodo plačevali le povzročitelji, ampak čaka Grke nekaj težkih let.

Komisar iz Slovenije, dr.Janez Potočnik si je z dobrim delom v preteklem mandatu ustvaril velik ugled in bo v prihodnjih petih letih odgovoren za področje okoljske politike.
V ospredju EU politike je zdaj priprava nove »lizbonske agende« za obdobje 2010-2020. Komisija je izdelala dokument, ki ocenjuje dosežke in omejitve preteklega desetletja ter predlagala usmeritve za »EU-2020«. Odprta je javna razprava o novem dokumentu, ki naj bi bil sprejet v kratkem. V ospredju seveda ostajata konkurenčnost in boj proti brezposelnosti, ki spremlja vse strukturne spremembe v nacionalnih gospodarstvih – to med drugim dokazujejo tudi ZDA, ki so na poti iz recesije, problem brezposelnosti pa ostaja glavni izziv Obamovi administraciji.

Tudi mi bomo dali svoj prispevek k uspešnemu uresničevanju nove evropske strategije, in sicer s 6.evropskih regionalnim gospodarskim forumom, EREF-2010, ki se ukvarja s kompetencami in vrednotami za trajnostno konkurenčnost. Dosledno sprejeti usmeritvi, bomo posebno pozornost posvečali vlogi krepitve človeških virov za uspešnejši razvoj evropskih regij.

Forum, ki ga – kot doslej organiziramo skupaj z mestno občino Nova Gorica in Vladno službo za lokalno samoupravo in regionalni razvoj – bo v Novi Gorici 7. in 8.junija. Naslov Foruma je: »Kompetence in vrednote za trajnostno, na znanju zasnovano konkurenčnost – nova agenda za evropske regije«

Forum je zastavljen drugače od dosedanjih, velik poudarek je na tematskih mizah in na večji aktivnosti vseh udeležencev. Skladno s tradicijo, bomo imeli pred Forumom serijo pripravljalnih delavnic: 4 v državah jugovzhodne Evrope in 3 v državah EU. Od slednjih so planirane po sprejetem koledarju:  23.aprila v Grazu na temo tujih direktnih naložb, 7.maja v Milanu o reformah visokošolskega študija za potrebe trajnostnega razvoja ter 11.maja v Istanbulu o transferu znanja preko komunikacij z diasporo.

Podrobnejše informacije so dostopne na prenovljenem EREF portalu: www.eref.eu in vabim vas, da si jih ogledate ter se prijavite.
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1. AKTUALNE NOVICE

· Evropska komisija v novi sestavi potrjena 

Evropski parlament je 9. februarja potrdil novo Evropsko komisijo pod (ponovnim) vodstvom Joseja Manuela Barrosa. 
V naslednjem koraku je Komisijo s kvalificirano večino potrdil tudi Svet.
Komisija je tako pričela z delom že v prvi dekadi februarja. 

Več o tem:
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_designate_2009-2014/index_sl.htm
· Parlament zavrnil sporazum Swift 

Evropski parlament je februarja zavrnil začasni sporazum Swift, ki ZDA omogoča uporabo bančnih podatkov državljanov EU v boju proti terorizmu. 

Evropski parlament je s tem prvič v zgodovini prekinil katerikoli mednarodni sporazum, kljub močnim pritiskom ZDA in nekaterih držav članic EU. Evropske poslance skrbi, ker se podatki o bančnih računih in finančnih transakcijah državljanov EU pretakajo v ZDA brez nadzora in v velikih količinah. Problem predstavlja tudi dejstvo, da lahko ZDA podatke posredujejo tretjim državam in da so podatki arhivirani do 90 let (kar je v skladu z zakonodajo ZDA). 

V naslednjem koraku Parlament zahteva od Evropske komisije in Sveta pogajanja o novem, dolgoročnem sporazumu, ki mora upoštevati določila Lizbonske pogodbe in Listine EU o temeljnih pravicah. 

Več o tem:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/152&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
in
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/019-68857-042-02-07-902-20100211IPR68856-11-02-2010-2010-false/default_en.htm
· Španija prevzela vodstvo EU

S 1. januarjem je vodenje EU prevzela Španija, ki je določila naslednje prioritete za obdobje januar-junij 2010:
- enakost spolov in boj proti nasilju v družini,
- promocija Evrope za ljudi,
- izhod iz gospodarske krize, vzpostavitev novih delovnih mest,
- spodbujanje konkurenčne EU,
- zagotavljanje energetske varnosti EU,
- boj proti podnebnim spremembam,
- povečanje vpliva EU v mednarodnih odnosih, promocija evropskih vrednot,
- zagotavljanje miru in dobrega počutja ter

- varna Evropa, reševanje izzivov, ki jih prinaša migracija.
Španija je prva država novega predsedujočega trojčka, ki ga bosta nadaljevala Madžarska in Belgija.

Spletna stran predsedstva EU:
http://www.eu2010.es/en/index.html
· Evropsko leto 2010, leto boja proti revščini

Skoraj 80 milijonov (17%) Evropejcev trenutno živi pod pragom revščine. Evropska komisija in špansko predsedstvo EU sta tako januarja prižgala zeleno luč za evropsko leto 2010, ki bo v znamenju boja proti revščini in socialni izključenosti.
Leto 2010 bo namenjeno spodbujanju, ozaveščanju in prizadevanju za bolj vključujočo družbo. Komisija bo pri tem mobilizirala različne socialne partnerje, podpirala socialno integracijo in vključenost ter spodbujala jasne zaveze pri pripravi nacionalnih in evropskih politik, ki obravnavajo revščino in socialno izključenost.

Kampanja s sloganom „Naredimo konec revščini!“ je le eden od ukrepov EU v njenem boju proti revščini. Obveščevalna kampanja bo vključevala tudi tekmovanje novinarjev, umetniške pobude in dva tedna v maju in oktobru, ko se bodo po celi EU zvrstile različne nacionalne prireditve v zvezi z omenjeno problematiko. Leto se bo končalo s sklepno konferenco, ki bo potekala decembra v Bruslju.
Več o tem na:
http://www.2010againstpoverty.eu
in

http://www.tvlink.org/mediadetails.php?key=a4caf6e35e7b306be79b&title=Poverty+is+still+a+reality+in+Europe&titleleft=Social%20affairs
ter

http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/eb_special_en.htm
· Okoljsko in socialno ribištvo z posluhom za gospodarsko trajnost 

Evropski ministri, odgovorni za ribištvo, so na zadnji seji v letu 2009 dosegli politični dogovor glede ribolovnih možnostih za leto 2010. Na osnovi teh temeljev EU nadaljuje z izvajanjem programa okoljske, gospodarske in socialne trajnosti, ki bo prinesla koristi ribiški in pomorski industriji, državljanom ter morskemu okolju.
Komisija se je pri predlogu sprememb skupnega dovoljenega ulova (TAC) za različne staleže opirala na objektivno delovno metodo, ki temelji na znanstven mnenju. Pri tem se je posvetovala tudi z državami članicami in industrijo ter si po svojih močeh prizadevala zmanjšati kratkoročno breme za ribiške sektorje.

Razpredelnica dovoljenega ulova za leto 2010:
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/press_corner/press_releases/2009/com09_79_en.pdf
Sporočilo Komisije:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1948&format=HTML&aged=0&language=SL&guiLanguage=en
2. KRATKE NOVICE IN VABILA K SODELOVANJU

Evropski parlament za nove pristojnosti v EU

Pristojnosti Evropskega parlamenta so se z Lizbonsko pogodbo okrepile, med drugimi lahko Parlament posamezne člane Evropske komisije prisili k odstopu. To je razvidno iz tako imenovanega “Medinstitucionalnega dogovora” med Parlamentom in Evropsko komisijo, ki bo urejal njun odnos do leta 2014. 

Evropski parlament bo imel v prihodnosti večjo možnost sodelovanja v mednarodnih pogajanjih.
Na vidiku je okrepitev Eurostata 

Evropska komisija je napovedala okrepitev Evropskega statističnega urada. Eurostat naj bi bil v prihodnje pristojen tudi za revizijo statističnih podatkov, ki mu jih posredujejo države članice; na tem mestu gre predvsem za podatke o primanjkljaju in dolgu držav.
Novi logotip za ekološke proizvode EU

Evropska komisija je v februarju uradno razglasila zmagovalca natečaja za ekološki logotip EU. Le-ta bo od 1. julija 2010 dalje obvezen za vse predpakirane ekološke proizvode, ki so bili proizvedeni v eni od držav članic EU in ustrezajo zahtevanim standardom. Za uvožene proizvode bo uporaba logotipa prostovoljna.
Več o tem:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/142&format=HTML&aged=0&language=SL&guiLanguage=sl
RAPEX

Hitri sistem obveščanja EU o nevarnih proizvodih, ki krožijo na evropskem trgu. Posodobitve za december-januar-februar:
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=268
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=269
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=270
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=271
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=272
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=273
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=274
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=2753
3. NOVA ZAKONODAJA

· Sistem za boljši nadzor ribištva in boj proti nezakonitemu ribolovu

1.januarja 2010 je stopil v veljavo nov in okrepljen sistem nadzora skupne ribiške politike Evropske unije. Z istim datumom je začel veljati niz novih strogih predpisov, ki bodo zagotovili nova in učinkovita sredstva za zaščito virov v naših morjih in oceanih.

Novi okvir sestavljajo tri ločene, a povezane uredbe: 

· uredba proti nezakonitemu, neprijavljenemu in nereguliranemu ribolovu;
· uredba o dovoljenjih za ribolovne dejavnosti ribiških plovil EU zunaj voda EU;
· uredba o vzpostavitvi nadzornega sistema Skupnosti za zagotavljanje skladnosti s pravili skupne ribiške politike.

Boj proti nezakonitemu ribolovu

Uredba o nezakonitem, neprijavljenem in nereguliranem ribolovu bo preprečila dostop na trg EU proizvodom iz prepovedanih dejavnosti. Vsi proizvodi morskega ribištva, ki se prodajajo v EU, bodo namreč certificirani, slediti pa bo mogoče tudi njihovemu izvoru. S celovitim sistemom potrdil o ulovu bo zagotovljeno sledenje izvora ulovljenih rib, ki jih pripeljejo na kopno, dajo na trg in prodajo.
Odgovoren ribolov zunaj EU

Uredba o dovoljenjih za ribolovne dejavnosti vzpostavlja enoten in usklajen okvir za plovila EU, ki v okviru sporazumov o partnerstvu v ribiškem sektorju, podpisanih konvencij v regionalnih ribiških organizacijah ali zasebnih sporazumov s tretjimi državami ribarijo zunaj voda EU.
Strožji in bolj učinkovit nadzor v ribištvu 

Uredba o nadzoru podpira sistem sledljivosti, za sledenje ribiških proizvodov po vsej tržni verigi pa vključuje uporabo sodobnih tehnologij. Ta preprostejši, pravičnejši, učinkovitejši in cenejši sistem nadzora bo koristil vsem stranem, tako državnim upravam kot tudi gospodarskim subjektom in potrošnikom. 

Enak prekršek v različnih državah bo kaznovan z enako kaznijo, ne glede na državljanstvo ribiča. Nova uredba uvaja tudi točkovni sistem za resne kršitve, po katerem se lahko kršiteljem ribolovno dovoljenje na koncu tudi odvzame. 

Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/external_relations/illegal_fishing_en.htm
in

http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/control_enforcement/reform_control_en.htm
in

http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/external_relations_en.htm
· Direktiva o storitvah

Direktiva o storitva, ki je bila potrjena leta 2006, naj bi odpravila administrativne ovire, omogočila čezmejno konkurenco in s tem pomembno prispevala k izgradnji notranjega trga EU.
Slovenska vlada je decembra 2009 sprejela predlog zakona o storitvah na notranjem trgu, ki bo v slovenski pravni red implementiral direktivo o storitvah. Predlog je trenutno v zakonodajnem postopku v državnem zboru, določila direktive o storitvah pa bo Slovenija predvidoma uresničila v začetku marca 2010.
Sicer pa je Slovenija številna področja že uskladila z direktivo, npr. gradbeništvo, trgovino, gostinstvo, izpopolnjevanje in usposabljanje ter večino poslovnih storitev.
Evropska komisija bo po pričakovanjih kmalu sprožila postopke proti državam članicam, ki prenosa te direktive v nacionalne zakonodaje niso izvedle, torej tudi proti Sloveniji. 

Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/policies/economy_finance_tax_sl.htm
4. GOSPODARSKE NOVICE

· Priporočila za zmanjšanje proračunskega primanjkljaja Grčije

Evropska komisija je februarja podprla načrt Grčije za zmanjšanje skoraj 13% javnofinančnega primanjkljaja. Sočasno je proti državi sprožila postopek za ugotavljanje kršitev zaradi napačnih podatkov, ki jih je država posredovala o svojem dolgu.
Finančno stanje Grčije pomeni obremenitev za evro in povzroča skrb, da bo prišlo do dolžniške krize s posledicami za celotno območje evra.

Nova grška vlada je januarja predstavila sveženj ukrepov za zmanjševanje porabe in zviševanje davčnih prihodkov, s čimer želijo Grki javnofinančni primanjkljaj spraviti pod 3 % BDP, kot to zahteva EU. Načrt vsebuje predvsem krčenje javnih izdatkov, zamrznitev plač v javnem sektorju in višje davke na gorivo.

Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/news/economy/100203_2_sl.htm
· Boljša preglednost in predvidljivost protimonopolnih postopkov

Evropska komisija je za izboljšanje preglednosti in predvidljivosti protimonopolnih postopkov objavila podrobna pojasnila o delovanju postopkov v praksi.
Pojasnila so vključena v tri dokumente:
· najboljše prakse za protimonopolne postopke;
· najboljše prakse za predložitev ekonomskih dokazov;
· smernice o vlogi pooblaščencev za zaslišanje v okviru protimonopolnih postopkov.
Družbe, ki so v postopku preiskave, bodo lahko na podlagi teh dokumentov bolje razumele potek raziskave in pričakovanja, ki jih ima Komisija. 

Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/consultations/2010_best_practices/index.html
· Strokovnjaki za povečanje kompetenc znanja, spretnosti in delovnih mest

Evropa se sooča z velikimi težavami. Tretjina delovno sposobnih Evropejcev ima premalo formalnih kvalifikacij ali jih sploh nima. Stopnja delovne aktivnosti oseb z višjo ali visoko izobrazbo v celotni EU je 84 %, s srednjo izobrazbo 70 % in nižjo 49 %. Pri ljudeh z nižjo izobrazbo je verjetnost izpopolnjevanja znanj in spretnosti ter vseživljenjskega učenja veliko manjša.
Evropska komisija je v začetku februarja objavila neodvisno strokovno poročilo (“Nova znanja in spretnosti za nova delovna mesta: takojšnji ukrepi”), v katerem ponovno ugotavlja, da v EU primanjkuje ustreznih znanj, spretnosti in delovnih mest.
Poročilo poudarja potrebo po naslednjih pobudah:
· delodajalcem in posameznikom ponuditi boljše pobude za izpopolnitev znanja in spretnosti, naložbe v znanja in spretnosti pa morajo biti znatne, premišljene in ne zgolj finančne narave;

· odpreti je treba vrata v svet izobraževanja in usposabljanja s preoblikovanjem izobraževalnih ustanov, da bodo postale bolj inovativne in se bodo bolje odzivale na potrebe delodajalcev; oblikovati tudi ustrezne kvalifikacije, usmerjene v konkretne učne rezultate;
· ponuditi je treba ustrezno strukturo znanj in kompetenc, ki bodo bolje prilagojene potrebam trga dela;
· zagotoviti je treba kvalitetna predvidevanja prihodnjih potreb po znanjih in kompetencah.

Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=568&langId=en
in

http://ec.europa.eu/education/focus/focus2043_en.htm
Poročilo:

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=697&furtherNews=yes
· Regulativni organ EU za telekomunikacije začenja z delovanjem
Januarja so se kot Organ evropskih regulatorjev za elektronske komunikacije (BEREC) prvič sestali regulativni organi telekomunikacij vseh 27 držav članic. BEREC bo imel ključno vlogo pri enotni ureditvi ter krepitvi enotnega trga telekomunikacij po vsej EU. Pripravljal bo pomembna strokovna mnenja o delovanju telekomunikacijskega trga v EU. Imel bo svetovalno, podporno in dopolnilno vlogo pri neodvisnem delu nacionalnih regulativnih organov za telekomunikacije, zlasti v primerih regulativnih odločitev s čezmejnimi vidiki.

V nadaljevanju bo potrebno sprejeti odločitev, kje bo sedež urada organa BEREC.
Več o tem:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/62&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
in

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/09/568&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
· Kitajska svetovni izvoznik številka 1!
Uradna statistika zunanje trgovine, ki jo je februarja objavila Nemčija, je potrdila pričakovan preboj Kitajske na prvo mesto; s tem je prehitela Nemčijo in postala največji svetovni izvoznik.

Nemčija je v letu 2009 izvozila za 1.121 milijarde ameriških dolarjev, medtem ko je Kitajska izvozila 1.202 milijarde dolarjev. 

Več o tem:

http://www.destatis.de/
5. FINANČNE STORITVE

· Direktiva o izterjavah

Finančni ministri EU so januarja sprejeli direktivo o izterjavah, ki v enotnem evropskem prostoru omogoča avtomatično izterjavo davčnega dolga brez posebnih daljših postopkov. Minimalni znesek oziroma spodnja meja, pri kateri je mednarodno sodelovanje še upravičeno, bo 1500 evrov.

Sprejetje direktive v praksi pomeni, da lahko davčna uprava dolgove terja neposredno od dolžnikov, čeprav so ti registrirani v drugi državi članici. Zagotovljena pa mora biti kontinuiteta oziroma nasledstvo, npr. pravnega subjekta.

Direktiva o izterjavah je le ena od direktiv, ki jih želi EU sprejeti za posodobitev davčnega upravljanja v evropskem prostoru. Pogajanja glede direktive o prihrankih in direktive o administrativnem sodelovanju so še v teku. 

Več o tem:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/81&format=HTML&aged=0&language=SL&guiLanguage=en
· Slovenija v postopku zaradi neprenosa direktive s področja notranjega trga

Slovenija je prejela opomin Evropske komisije, ker je ni uradno obvestila o prenosu direktive o sistemih zajamčenih vlog iz leta 2009 v nacionalno zakonodajo.

Omenjena direktiva zagotavlja boljšo zaščito vlagateljev pred propadom bank, dvignila je minimalno raven pologa vlagatelja na banko iz 20.000 na 50.000 EUR, ukinjeno je bilo tudi so-zavarovanje (odstotek izgube, ki jo nosi vlagatelj), določene so bile obveznosti sodelovanja sistemov zajamčenih vlog med posameznimi državami članicami in zagotavljanja ustreznih informacij kreditnih institucij za vlagatelje.

Slovenija je prvi del direktive prenesla v nacionalno zakonodajo s sprejemom sprememb zakona o bančništvu, ki so začele veljati decembra lani.
Formalno in v popolnosti bodo zahteve direktive v slovenski pravni red implementirane po zaključenem prenosu drugega dela določb, ki jih je Slovenija obvezana prenesti v nacionalno zakonodajo do konca leta 2010.
Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/index_en.htm
6. REGIONALNA POLITIKA

· Javni posvet: Evropska strategija za Podonavje

2. februarja je Evropska komisija lansirala nov posvet o oblikovanju evropske strategije za Podonavje. Pobuda temelji na pozitivnih izkušnjah oblikovanja makroregionalne strategije Baltskega morja, njen namen pa je razvoj gospodarskega potenciala in izboljšanje okoljskih razmer v Podonavju in njegovi okolici.
Podonavje, ki vključuje štirinajst držav (Avstrija, Bolgarija, Češka, Madžarska, Nemčija, Romunija, Slovaška, Slovenija, Hrvaška, Srbija, Bosna in Hercegovina, Črna gora, Moldavija in Ukrajina), poseduje velik gospodarski, okoljski in socialni potencial. S skupnimi močmi bodo te države izkoristile številne danosti regije, izboljšale prometne in energetske povezave ter zmanjšale tveganja za poplave.
Strategija bo temeljila na makroregionalnem pristopu; metoda ne zahteva nove zakonodaje ali institucij, ampak krepi vezi med različnimi politikami in koordinira prizadevanja široke palete zainteresiranih strani. Strategija ne bo zagotovila dodatnega financiranja, saj je znaten finančni delež na voljo prek številnih programov EU, predvsen kohezijske politike (95 milijard evrov).
Več o tem

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperation/danube/index_en.htm
Sporočilo Komisije:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/110&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
· 90 milijonov evrov pomoči za Haiti

Evropska komisija je v februarju predstavila predlog, da zagotovi dodatnih 90 milijonov evrov človekoljubne pomoči za žrtve potresa na Haitiju.
Dodatna sredstva bodo namenjena za zagotovitev zavetja za ljudi, ki so ostali brez strehe nad glavo; namenjena pa bodo tudi za hrano, vodo in zdravila.
Vključujoč ta sredstva, je EU za obnovo in pomoč Haitiju doslej namenila 609 milijonov evrov.
Več o tem:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/156&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
in

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/24&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
· Razpis: INTERREG IV.C 

Januarja je EU objavila tretji razpis v okviru programa INTERREG IV.C. Namenjen je projektom prenosa dobrih praks regionalnega razvoja.

Rok za oddajo projektnih predlogov je 5. marec 2010.

Spletna stran razpisa:

http://www.interreg4c.eu/
7. TRANSPORT IN ENERGETIKA

· Ustanovitev "Evropske vodstvene akademije za jedrsko energijo"

V februarju je bila ustanovljena t.i. European Nuclear Energy Leadership Academy (ENELA), ki želi privabiti zainteresirane posameznike, predvsem tiste z univerzitetno izobrazbo na področju jedrske energije. Namen akademije je usposabljanje bodočih vodij na tem področju.

Jedrski sektor se sooča z resnimi izzivi: nadgrajevati in razvijati mora znanje o jedrski energiji, to pa je pomembno za industrijo, za raziskovalce, zakonodajalce in tudi za zdravstveni sektor. ENELA lahko z osredotočanjem na vodstvene sposobnosti pomaga pri odpravljanju vrzeli v obstoječih programih usposabljanja.
Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/nuclear/forum/forum_en.htm
in

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/87&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
· EU in Irak podpisala memorandum o soglasju

Evropska unija in Irak sta v januarju podpisala memorandum o soglasju glede strateškega energetskega partnerstva. Le ta zagotavlja politični okvir za krepitev energetskega sodelovanja med obema regijama. Glede na njegova naravna bogastva bi lahko Irak postal most med Srednjim vzhodom, Mediteranom in EU. 

Memorandum vključuje naslednja področja sodelovanja:

· Razvoj celovite in integrirane energetske politike v Iraku;
· Varnost in zagotavljanje energetskih virov med Irakom in EU;
· Obnovljivi viri energije;
· Ukrepi za učinkovito rabo energije;
· Energetski akcijski načrt sodelovanja za obdobje 2010-2015.
Več o tem:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/29&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
· Parlament v nesoglasju glede telesnih skenerjev

Evropski parlament je v februarju rapravljal o uvedbi telesnih skenerjev na evropskih letališčih, pri tem pa ostal v izrazitem nesoglasju. Zagovorniki uvedbe menijo, da bi ukrep pomembno prispeval k boju proti terorizmu, bistveni pomislek nasprotnikov uvedbe skenerjev pa je poseganje v pravico do zasebnosti, osebnega dostojanstva, sočasno pa jih skrbijo tudi posledice za zdravje potnikov.

V učinkovitost telesnih skenerjev za boj proti terorizmu dvomi tudi novi evropski komisar za promet Siim Kallas. Meni namreč, da je za učinkovit boj proti terorizmu potrebno vzpostaviti ustrezno kombinacijo različnih ukrepov, ki bodo temeljili na resničnem mednarodnem sodelovanju.

Proti uvedbi skenerjev je tudi Slovenija.

V aprilu bo predstavljeno podrobno poročilo o omenjenih napravah in posledicah, ki jih ima lahko pregled s telesimi skenerji za zasebnost državljanov EU. Poročilo bo služilo kot podlaga za morebitno odločitev o ureditvi vprašanja skenerjev na evropski ravni.
Skenerje, ki omogočajo pregled oseb, kot bi bile gole, so že začeli nameščati na letališčih v Veliki Britaniji in na Nizozemskem.
Več o tem:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/10/34&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
· Zelena luč za pogajanja z Rusijo

Decembra je Svet EU dal zeleno luč za začetek pogajanj med EU (Euratom) in Rusijo na področju jedrskega sodelovanja.
Rusija je glavni svetovni dobavitelj jedrskega materiala, opreme, goriva in storitev, povezanih z jedrskimi elektrarnami. Za EU je tako pomembno, da z njo sklene sporazum o sodelovanju, ki pa sega tudi na področje jedrske varnosti, odgovornosti ter neširjenja jedrskega orožja.

Pogajanja so trenutno v teku.

Več o tem:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1990&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
8. EKOLOGIJA IN TRAJNOSTNI RAZVOJ

· V načrtu organ EU za zagotavljanje izvajanja evropske zakonodaje na področju odpadkov?

Evropska komisija je februarja objavila študijo iz serije ukrepov za izboljšanje ravnanja z odpadki in zagotavljanje upoštevanja standardov EU. Težave z nezakonitim odlaganjem odpadkov se nadaljujejo v velikem obsegu, ob tem številna zakonita odlagališča ne dosegajo standardov EU, nekatere države članice pa še vedno nimajo osnove infrastrukture za odpadke, zaskrbljujoče pa so tudi nezakonite pošiljke odpadkov.
Problemi postajajo v zadnjih letih vse resnejši zaradi večanja količine odpadkov, ki se proizvedejo in odpremljajo znotraj razširjene EU.

Študija priporoča ustanovitev posebnega evropskega organa za nadzor izvajanja in uveljavljanja zakonodaje EU na področju odpadkov.
Agencija bi opravljala različne naloge, kot so na primer pregledi sistemov za izvajanje v državah članicah, usklajene kontrole in inšpekcijske dejavnosti. 

Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/index.htm
Sporočilo Komisije:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/113&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
· Podnebne spremembe: zmanjšanje emisij

Evropska unija je konec januarja formalno potrdila podporo Københavnskemu sporazumu o podnebnih spremembah in predstavila enostransko zavezo, da se celotne emisije EU zmanjšajo za 20% glede na ravni iz leta 1990.
EU je pripravljena sprejeti pogojno zavezo k zmanjšanju emisij za 30 %, v kolikor se bodo druge države z velikimi emisijami zavezale k povečanju lastnih naporov za zmanjšanje svetovnih emisij.
Evropska unija je tudi potrdila svojo zavezanost pogajalskemu procesu, s katerim bi dosegla strateški cilj omejitve povečanja povprečne svetovne temperature na manj kot 2 °C nad predindustrijsko ravnijo.
Naslednji krog pogajanj na omenjeno temo v okviru Združenih narodov bo predvidoma potekal maja oziroma junija 2010.

Več o tem:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/97&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
· Zaščita biotske raznovrstnosti v EU

Svetovna biotska raznovrstnost je resno ogrožena, izginjanje vrst je vse hitrejše. Več kot tretjini ocenjenih vrst grozi izumrtje in približno 60 % storitev, ki nam jih zagotavljajo ekosistemi na zemlji, je v zadnjih 50 letih začelo propadati. To izgubo povzročajo človeške dejavnosti s spreminjanjem rabe zemljišč in njihovim čezmernim izkoriščanjem, z netrajnostnimi praksami, onesnaževanjem in vnosom invazivnih vrst, kar vodi v uničevanje, razdrobljenost in propadanje habitatov in vrst. Pomemben dejavnik so tudi podnebne spremembe.

Leto 2010 je tako namenjeno tudi biotski raznovrstnosti. Eden izmed ključnih ciljev EU je boj proti izumiranju vrst. Komisija namerava vzpostaviti novo politiko in strategijo ohranjanja biotske raznolikosti za obdobje po letu 2010. 

Pri tem si zastavlja štiri možne cilje:

1. znatno znižanje stopnje zmanjševanja biotske raznovrstnosti in storitev ekosistemov v EU do leta 2020;
2. zaustavitev zmanjševanja biotske raznovrstnosti in storitev ekosistemov v EU do leta 2020;
3. zaustavitev zmanjševanja biotske raznovrstnosti in storitev ekosistemov v EU do leta 2020 ter njihova čim hitrejša obnova;
4. zaustavitev zmanjševanja biotske raznovrstnosti in storitev ekosistemov v EU do leta 2020 ter njihova čim hitrejša obnova, hkrati z aktivnejšo udeležbo EU pri preprečevanju zmanjševanja biotske raznovrstnosti na svetovni ravni.

V nadaljevanju bo Komisija v sodelovanju z državami članicami, evropskimi institucijami in drugimi zainteresiranimi stranmi pripravila novo strategijo EU za biotsko raznovrstnost.

Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/policy/index_en.htm
· Kvaliteta voda se povečuje

Evropska komisija je objavila poročilo o stanju čistosti voda v EU, ki kaže na padec vsebnosti nitratov. Izboljšanje je rezultat prepovedi nitratov v kmetijstvu.

Kljub spodbudnim rezultatom pa je v nekaterih regijah EU koncentracija nitratov v zemlji in vodah še vedno previsoka – to so nekateri predeli Estonije, JV Nizozemska, Flamski del Belgije, Anglija v Veliki Britaniji, deli Francije, severna Italija, SV Španija, JV Slovaška, J Romunija, Malta in Ciper.
Države članice se bodo morale še naprej prizadevati za ohranjanje in izboljšanje čistosti voda, Komisija pa bo izvajala redne preglede in nadzor nad evropskimi vodami.
Več o tem:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/154&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
9. FARMACIJA, ZDRAVSTVO IN VARSTVO POTROŠNIKOV
· Zasebnost evropskih državljanov bo velik izziv

Varstvo zasebnosti evropskih državljanov se sooča z novimi izzivi. Aktualne tehnologije spremljajo zgodovino brskanja po internetu, dajejo vpogled v naše socialne mreže in podatke, ki jih državljani objavljajo na spletnih straneh. Pametni čipi spremljajo naše gibanje...
Evropska komisija se tako zaveda, da je nujno potrebna posodobitev predpisov za varstvo osebnih podatkov. Le-ti morajo odražati tehnološke spremembe, zagotavljati morajo tako pravico do zasebnosti, kot tudi pravno varnost za industrijski sektor.
Sedanji predpisi EU dovoljujejo uporabo osebnih podatkov le iz upravičenih razlogov in s predhodno privolitvijo posameznika. Komisija torej pripravlja predlog prenove Direktive o varstvu podatkov iz leta 1995 ter prenovo predpisov o e-zasebnosti. Izboljšana pravila naj bi se dosledno uporabljala na vseh političnih področjih in v vseh mednarodnih sporazumih, najsi gre za nove tehnologije, pravice potrošnikov ali javno varnost.

Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/justice_home/fsj/privacy/
in

http://dpd.eun.org/web/guest/home
Sporočilo Komisije:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/63&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
· Varnost potrošnikov v solarijih
Evropska komisija je objavila rezultate raziskave o varnosti solarijev; organi za nadzor trga so preverili 500 solarijev v 10 državah članicah in naleteli na tri najpogostejše težave:

· Omejitve UV sevanja so bile kršene v enem od sedmih primerov;
· Manjkala so navodila za uporabo, opozorila glede nevarnosti UV sevanja oz. tudi prepovedi uporabe solarij mlajšim od 18 let;
· Nezadostna opozorila glede sevanj UV žarkov in posledic, ki jih lahko povzročijo.

Organi za nadzor se sedaj ukvarjajo z izobraževanjem nacionalnih inšpekcijskih teles in z izboljšanjem informiranosti potrošnikov.

Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/citizen/my_safety/sunbeds/index_en.htm
Sporočilo Komisije

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/158&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
· Izboljšanje politik za varstvo otrok 

Obstoječe študije spletnih socialnih mrež kažejo, da 50% najstnikov na spletu razkriva osebne podatke, ki tam lahko ostanejo za vedno in so dostopni vsakomur.
Evropska komisija danes pozdravlja ukrepe, ki jih je sprejelo 20 podjetij za varovanje otroških uporabnikov spletnih strani za socialno mreženje; to so npr. poenostavitev nastavitev zasebnosti, blokiranje uporabnikov ter brisanje neželenih komentarjev in vsebin.
Kljub temu je Komisija prepričana, da je za zaščito otrok na spletu treba storiti več. Trenutno po vsej EU poteka kampanja EU, ki najstnikom sporoča: „Pred objavo premisli!“ Z njo želi Komisija otroke in mlade naučiti, kako naj upravljajo s svojo spletno identiteto na odgovoren način, kako naj ohranijo nadzor nad tem, kar je na spletu objavljeno ter kako spoštovati druge ljudi in njihove odločitve, ki objavljajo določene informacije oz tudi fotografije.
Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=5565
in

http://www.saferinternet.org/web/guest/home;jsessionid=4CAE9898C44A4EBAD7F10065395544D8
ter

http://www.safe.si/
· Promocija številke za klic v sili

Trije od štirih državljanov EU še vedno ne vedo, da lahko v primeru sile pokličejo na številko 112, ne le doma, temveč tudi v tujini.
V ta namen je Evropska komisija 11. februarja, na evropski dan številke 112, države članice pozvala, da okrepijo svoja prizadevanja za promocijo in seznanjenost državljanov z enotno evropsko številko za klic v sili 112. Številka 112 namreč že nekaj časa deluje v vseh državah EU.
Več o tem: 

www.ec.europa.eu/112
in

http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/112/ms/index_en.htm
10. RR IN INOVACIJE

· Slovenija sodeluje z Evropsko vesoljsko agencijo

Slovenija in Evropska vesoljska agencija (ESA) sta podpisali sporazum, s katerim je Slovenija dobila status sodelujoče države, s tem se bo slovenskim podjetjem, raziskovalcem in študentom omogočilo sodelovanje z ESA pri njenih projektih.
ESA podpiše sporazum o sodelovanju le s tistimi državami, ki imajo dovolj raziskovalno razvojnega potenciala za sodelovanje pri vesoljskih projektih.
Več o tem:

www.esa.eu
· EU in Egipt: krepitev razvojnega sodelovanja

Evropska unija je Egiptu ponudila 20 milijonov evrov, namenjenih za raziskave, razvoj in spodbujanje inovativnosti. Sredstva bodo na voljo v okviru RDI programa, ki je sestavni del bilateralnega sporazuma o znanstvenem in tehnološkem sodelovanju med EU in Egiptom (iz leta 2007).

Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/research/headlines/news/article_10_02_11_en.html
· Okrepljeno razvojno sodelovanje s Srbijo

Skupno raziskovalno središče (JRC) promovira sodelovanje z različnimi organizacijami in raziskovalci tudi iz držav kandidatk.
Tako sta v februarju JRC in Srbsko ministrstvo za znanost in tehnološki razvoj podpisala memorandum o soglasju, s katerim se bo okrepilo njuno razvojno-raziskovalno sodelovanje, predvsem na področjih: okolje, varna in kvalitetna živila, energetika, kmetijstvo ter jedrska varnost.

Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/jrc/index.cfm?id=2820&obj_id=444&dt_code=HLN&lang=en
· Razpis: Platforma e-Učenje za MSP

Evropska komisija je objavila razpis “e-Learning Platform” za mala in srednje velika podjetja; namenjen pa je mrežam malih in srednjih podjetij in spodbujanju njihovega sodelovanja v 7. Okvirnem programu za raziskave in razvoj.
Rok za oddajo projektov: 29 Marec 2010, ob 17:00 uri.
Več informacij o razpisu:

http://ec.europa.eu/research/dgs/tenders/rtd-tender_en.cfm?tender_ref=s27-037715
· Zaveza za večja vlaganja v raziskave in razvoj

Evropski ministri, odgovorni za raziskave, so v februarju sklenili zavezo za povečanje vlaganj v raziskave in razvoj ter v oblikovanje družbe, ki zaupa znanosti in znanstvenikom.
Podpisali pa so tudi t.i. Donostia Deklaracijo, ki je lansirala koncept odzivne in odgovorne znanosti, sposobne zagotavljanja rešitev težav, s katerimi se trenutno soočamo (npr. energetika, podnebne spremembe, zdravstvo, staranje prebivalstva ...).
Več o tem:

http://cordis.europa.eu/spain/presidency2010/home_en.html
in

http://cordis.europa.eu/fetch?CALLER=EN_NEWS&ACTION=D&SESSION=&RCN=31742
11. KMETIJSTVO

· Idrijski žlikrofi zaščiten slovenski proizvod v EU

Evropska komisija je letošnje leto uradno prijavila idrijske žlikrofe kot zajamčeno tradicionalno posebnost EU. To pomeni, da sta zaščitena receptura in tradicionalni način priprave, vendar proizvodnja geografsko ni omejena.
Ime proizvoda bo na celotnem območju EU zaščiteno pred potvorbami, zlorabami, posnemanjem in drugimi praksami, ki potrošnika lahko zavajajo glede resničnega porekla proizvoda.
To je prvi slovenski proizvod, ki je prejel takšno oznako, po pričakovanjih pa bosta to oznako dobila še dva slovenska proizvoda - belokranjska pogača in prekmurska gibanica.
Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/index_en.htm
· Zadnje spremembe SKP in ukrepi za oživitev gospodarstva 

Odbor za razvoj podeželja pri Evropskem parlamentu je glasoval o zadnjih predlogih sprememb SKP, ki so jih posredovale države članice. Gre za spremembe uporabe sredstev, s katerimi želijo države članice oživiti gospodarstvo, zmanjšati posledice gospodarske krize, krize v mlečnem sektorju ter zmanjšati vpliv podnebnih sprememb. 

Od oktobra 2009 do januarja 2010 so bili spremenjeni vsi programi za razvoj podeželja. S tem je na voljo dodatnih pet milijard evrov, namenjenih za kmetijstvo, okolje in širokopasovno infrastrukturo na podeželskih območjih. Sredstva so namenjena: 

· biotski raznovrstnosti (31,2%, kar znaša 1,5 milijarde evrov);
· področju gospodarjenja z vodami (26,9%, kar znaša 1,3 milijarde evrov);
· prestrukturiranju mlečnega sektorja (14,5%, kar znaša 0,7 milijarde evrov);
· ukrepom na področju podnebnih sprememb (14,2%, kar znaša 0,7 milijarde evrov);
· okrepitvi področja obnovljivih virov (5,6%, kar znaša 0,3 milijarde evrov);
· razvoju širokopasovne infrastrukture na podeželskih območjih (35%, kar znaša 360,4 milijona evrov).
Evropska komisija bo letno spremljala porabo sredstev in dosežene učinke.
Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rurdev/countries/index_en.htm
Sporočilo Komisije:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/102&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
· Dodatni izvoz izvenkvotnega sladkorja 

Evropska komisija je januarja predstavila osnutek uredbe, ki bo dovolila izvoz dodatnih 500 000 ton izvenkvotnega sladkorja v tržnem letu 2009/2010, torej do 31. julija 2010. Začasni ukrep, skladen z mednarodnimi obveznostmi EU, je mogoče sprejeti zaradi izjemnih tržnih razmer na ravni EU in v svetu, ki se predvidoma naj ne bi ponovile. Proizvodnja sladkorja je namreč nižja od porabe; predvsem zaradi neugodnih vremenskih razmer v Indiji in Braziliji. Svetovni primanjkljaj sladkorja se je povečal, zaloge sladkorja so se zmanjšale, to pa je povzročilo rast tržnih cen na svetovni ravni.

Razmere sovpadajo z zaključkom prestrukturiranja proizvodnje sladkorja v EU. Tržna cena v EU se je znižala, s tem so najmanj konkurenčni proizvajalci prenehali proizvajati sladkor. Posledično se je povečala konkurenčnost sektorja sladkorja EU. Dane so razmere, da se izvenkvotni sladkor, proizveden v EU, izvozi v skladu z obveznostmi izvoznih nadomestil EU.

Več o tem:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/59&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

· Uvozna kvota za sladkor za kemično industrijo ter uvozne kvote CXL

Evropska komisija pripravlja uredbo, ki bo dovolila brezcarinski uvoz 400 000 ton sladkorja s svetovnega trga, ki ga bo po predvidevanjih do leta 2011 potrebovala kemična industrija. S tem bo EU lahko zagotovila dolgoročno načrtovanje oskrbe s surovinami za omenjeni, ki je sicer tradicionalni porabnik izvenkvotnega sladkorja EU.

Uvozne kvote CXL

Z odpravo zahteve po predložitvi izvoznih potrdil iz Brazilije, Avstralije in Kube bo olajšan tudi dostop do surovega sladkorja za rafinacijo v okviru uvoznih kvot CXL. Zadostovalo bo potrdilo o izvoru.

Več o tem:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/59&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

· 17,9 millijonov evrov za promocijo mlečnih proizvodov

Evropska komisija je odobrila 13 programov 11 držav članic, namenjenih promociji mleka in mlečnih izdelkov. V projekt, ki je v celoti vreden 35,8 milijonov evrov, bo Komisija prispevala 17,9 milijonov evrov. 

To je še eden od ukrepov EU za spodbujanje trga mleka in mlečnih izdelkov. Slovenija v tem ne sodeluje, sodelujeta pa sosednji Italija in Avstrija.

Več o tem:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/34&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
in

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/markets/milk/index_en.htm
12. JUGOVZHODNA EVROPA

· Srbija in EU v polni meri izvajata trgovinski sporazum

Srbija in Evropska unija sta sporazum o stabilizaciji in pridruževanju, ki predstavlja enega začetnih  korakov na poti k polnopravnemu članstvu v EU, podpisali aprila 2008. Takoj za tem je EU izvajanje trgovinskega dela sporazuma v celoti zamrznila. 

Srbija je s 1. februarjem 2009 pričela z enostranskim izvajanjem sporazuma, decembra 2009 pa je tudi EU izdala odločitev za njegovo odmrznitev. 

Ključna področja trgovinskega sporazuma so:

- liberalizacija trga,
- konkurenčnost,
- intelektualna lastnina,
- tranzitni promet in 

- nadzor državne pomoči.
Glavne koristi, ki jih bo izvajanje sporazuma prineslo Srbiji, so vzpostavljanje predvidljivih trgovinskih pravil, povečanje konkurenčnosti podjetij in pocenitev uvoza iz EU.
Regiji sta v začetku februarja pričeli s polnim izvajanjem trgovinskega dela sporazuma . 

Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/index_sl.htm
· Evropski parlament pozitiven glede napredka Hrvaške in Makedonije, a ne Turčije 

Evropski parlament je februarja sprejel resolucije o napredku Hrvaške, Makedonije in Turčije na poti v EU.
Hrvaška bi po sprejeti resoluciji lahko pristopna pogajanja z EU zaključila do konca letošnjega leta. Okrepiti pa mora delovanje državne uprave, odločneje izvajati reformo sodstva ter boj proti korupciji in organiziranemu kriminalu. Zahtevano je tudi polno sodelovanje z Mednarodnim sodiščem za vojne zločine na območju nekdanje Jugoslavije; omogočiti mora dostop do vseh dokumentov, ki jih zahteva sodišče. 

Makedonija mora z Grčijo rešiti vprašanje glede državnega imena.

Turčija je dosegla le delen napredek. Glavne ovire so neizpolnjevanje protokola iz Ankare o plovbi in preletu ciprskih letal, prepoved kurdske stranke DTP in razveljavitev zakonodaje, ki omejuje pristojnosti vojaških sodišč. Spremeniti mora svojo ustavo, s katero bi država lahko postavila varstvo človekovih pravic in temeljnih svoboščin v središče države in družbe. Izboljšati mora tudi izvajanje obstoječe zakonodaje o pravicah žensk, preprečevanju diskriminacije, svobodi veroizpovedi, svobodi govora, prepovedi mučenja in boju proti korupciji. 

Več o tem:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/027-68677-039-02-07-903-20100209IPR68676-08-02-2010-2010-false/default_sl.htm
· EU pomaga pri obnavljanju železnice v Črni gori

Evropska unija bo preko Evropske investicijske banke sofinancirala 40 milijonov evrov vreden projekt obnove železnice v Črni gori, na relacijah Bar - Podgorica – Kolasin ter Kolasin - Trebaljevo.
Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/index_sl.htm
13. NAJAVE DOGODKOV

· Buffering the Impact of European Policies: Strategies for Regional and Local Players

Barcelona, 22nd – 23rd February, 2010

http://seminars.eipa.eu/en/activities09/show/&tid=3671
· Introductory and Practitioners Seminar: European Public Procurement Rules, Policy and Practice

Maastricht, 23rd – 25th February, 2010

http://seminars.eipa.eu/en/activities09/show/&tid=3481
· EU Funding Opportunities for Migration

Maastricht, 25th – 26th February, 2010

http://seminars.eipa.eu/en/activities09/show/&tid=3654
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Managing Transitions

Paris, 25th – 26th February, 2010

http://www.eirma.org/f3/calendar.php?s=639c4a018922bf5028e620b66cbc4a5d&do=getinfo&e=290&c=1
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4th SEMI Brussels Forum

Brussels, 4th - 5th March, 2010

http://www.european-agenda.com/events/27435.php
http://www.semi.org/eu/EventsTradeshows/ExecutiveConferences/ctr_026555
· In Shape for the Future

An exclusive preview of The Economist’s special report on Germany

Frankfurt, 11th March, 2010

http://guest.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/Summary.aspx?e=9d8e0279-94c0-4e91-951e-1f583f422305
· 11th Bled Forum on Europe - Foresight Conference on "The Future of Information Society and Challenges for Good Governance"

Bled, 11th – 12th March, 2010

http://www.wbc-inco.net/object/calendar/80276.html
· R&D as a life line: Opportunities and Risks of Challenging Times

Amsterdam, 12th March, 2010

http://www.eirma.org/f3/calendar.php?do=getinfo&e=291&c=1
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Agra Europe’s 29th Annual Outlook for Agriculture 2010

London, 16th – 17th March, 2010

http://www.agra-net.com/portal/marlin/system/render.jsp?siteid=20000000062&MarlinViewType=MARKT_EFFORT&marketingid=20001857771
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More Than Meets the Eye!

The e-commerce value chain: empowering business and consumers
Brussels, 17th March, 2010

http://www.forum-europe.com/Events_Detail.aspx?EID=519
· EURELECTRIC Conference

Building a Secure & Sustainable Electricity Future: How Can Market Integration Contribute?

Brussels, 17th March, 2010

http://www2.eurelectric.org/Content/Default.asp?PageID=704
· Taking Care of ‘Brains’

Principles and practise in international student support

Brussels, 18th – 19th March, 2010-02-12

http://www.aca-secretariat.be/08events/Seminars/Seminars%202010/services.htm
· EU Funds 2010

Berlin, 22nd – 24th March, 2010

http://www.eurocities.eu/main.php
· New Direction for Growth

Eight Business Roundtable with the Government of Serbia

Belgrade, 24th March, 2010

http://guest.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/Summary.aspx?e=eaf670b6-4c9d-4134-8159-90c1a0da8af4
· The Female Factor

A half-day forum, Cercle de l’Union Interalliée

Paris, 30th March, 2010

http://guest.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/Summary.aspx?e=8d7014fa-d3ae-4ef0-a203-31cd5af8c479
· Making Eco-Innovation Happen in Small and Medium Sized Enterprises

Bilbao, 20th – 21st April, 2010

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecoinnovation2010/1st_forum/index_en.htm#
14. ZANIMIVE PUBLIKACIJE
· Research EU results supplement, December 2009, http://bookshop.europa.eu/eubookshop/download.action?fileName=ZZAB09020ENC_002.pdf&eubphfUid=10797532&catalogNbr=ZZ-AB-09-020-EN-C
· Healthy workpalces - Good for you, good for business, 2010, http://bookshop.europa.eu/eubookshop/download.action?fileName=TE7809940ENP_002.pdf&eubphfUid=10782969&catalogNbr=TE-78-09-940-EN-P
· EU assistance implemented through United Nations organisations, 2009, http://bookshop.europa.eu/eubookshop/download.action?fileName=QJAB09015ENC_002.pdf&eubphfUid=10797406&catalogNbr=QJ-AB-09-015-EN-C
· 17% of full-time employees in the EU are low-wage earners, 2010, http://bookshop.europa.eu/eubookshop/download.action?fileName=KSSF10003ENC_002.pdf&eubphfUid=10793264&catalogNbr=KS-SF-10-003-EN-C
· International cooperation in health research – The role of Europe, 2010, http://bookshop.europa.eu/eubookshop/download.action?fileName=KI3209137END_002.pdf&eubphfUid=10780411&catalogNbr=KI-32-09-137-EN-D
· Bringing great ideas to life – Supporting the next generation of research leaders in Europe, 2010, http://bookshop.europa.eu/eubookshop/popups/shopping!addToShoppingCart.action?physFormId=10777847
· A knowledge-intensive future for Europe – Expert group report, Oktober 2009, http://bookshop.europa.eu/eubookshop/download.action?fileName=KINA24165ENC_002.pdf&eubphfUid=10791999&catalogNbr=KI-NA-24165-EN-C
· European economy news, No 16, Januar 2010, http://bookshop.europa.eu/eubookshop/download.action?fileName=KCAJ09016ENC_002.pdf&eubphfUid=10787714&catalogNbr=KC-AJ-09-016-EN-C
· Fusion and industry together for the future, 2010, http://bookshop.europa.eu/eubookshop/download.action?fileName=KI7809633ENC_002.pdf&eubphfUid=10791969&catalogNbr=KI-78-09-633-EN-C
· Combating poverty and social exclusion – A statistical portrait of the European Union 2010, http://bookshop.europa.eu/eubookshop/download.action?fileName=KSEP09001ENC_002.pdf&eubphfUid=10790718&catalogNbr=KS-EP-09-001-EN-C
· Unlocking a low-carbon Europe, Februar 2010, http://www.green-alliance.org.uk/grea_p.aspx?id=4667
· EU Land Markets and the Common Agricultural Policy, Februar 2010, http://www.ceps.be/book/eu-land-markets-and-common-agricultural-policy
· Global Imbalances and the Collapse of Globalised Finance, Februar 2010, http://www.ceps.be/book/global-imbalances-and-collapse-globalised-finance
· Towards a Euro(pean) Monetary Fund, Februar 2010, http://www.ceps.be/ceps/download/2912
· The Taxation of Multinational Enterprises in the European Union, Februar 2010, http://www.ceps.be/ceps/download/2908
· Too interconnected to fail = too big to fail: What’s in a leverage ratio?, Februar 2010, http://www.ceps.be/ceps/download/2881
· The Impact of the Crisis on the Real Economy, Januar 2010, http://www.ceps.be/ceps/download/2852
· Reinvigorating the EU’s Role in the post-Copenhagen Landscape, Januar 2010, http://www.ceps.be/ceps/download/2853
· The European Citizens’ Initiative: A Proper Response from the Commission, Januar 2010, http://www.ceps.be/ceps/download/2841
· Comparing EU and US Responses to the Financial Crisis, Januar 2010, http://www.ceps.be/ceps/download/2835
· Germany opens Pandora's box, Februar 2010, http://www.cer.org.uk/pdf/bn_pandora_final_8feb10.pdf
· The new Commission's economic philosophy, Februar 2010, http://www.cer.org.uk/pdf/pb_commission_final_8feb10.pdf
· Can Turkey combine EU accession and regional leadership?, Januar 2010, http://www.cer.org.uk/pdf/pb_barysch_turkey_25jan10.pdf
· How to restore financial stability, Januar 2010, http://www.cer.org.uk/pdf/p_943.pdf
· Competitiveness of euro-area economies: Long tradition of tensions, Februar 2010, http://www.dbresearch.de/PROD/DBR_INTERNET_EN-PROD/PROD0000000000253541.pdf
· BRICs as emerging international financial powers, Januar 2010, http://www.dbresearch.de/PROD/DBR_INTERNET_EN-PROD/PROD0000000000253249.pdf
· Economic outlook 2010: Positive signals for the German economy, Januar 2010, http://www.dbresearch.de/PROD/DBR_INTERNET_EN-PROD/PROD0000000000253009.pdf
· Age-appropriate information technology on the advance: Putting paid to olden times, December 2009, http://www.dbresearch.de/PROD/DBR_INTERNET_EN-PROD/PROD0000000000252217.pdf
· Private Regulation, Supply Chain and Contractual Networks: The Case of Food Safety, 2010, http://cadmus.eui.eu/dspace/bitstream/1814/13219/1/RSCAS_2010_10.pdf
· EUROCITIES response to Commission consultation on EU 2020, the successor to the Lisbon Strategy, Januar 2010, http://www.eurocities.eu/uploads/load.php?file=EUROCITIES_2020_consultation_response-JDOD.pdf
· The Barroso II Commission and the need to extend Europe 2020, Februar 2010, http://www.epc.eu/TEWN/pdf/160668200_The%20Barroso%20II%20Commission%20and%20the%20need%20to%20extend%20Europe%202020.pdf
· EU 2010 - a reappraisal, Januar 2010, http://www.epc.eu/TEWN/pdf/1026087741_EU%202010%20-%20a%20reappraisal.pdf
· Beyond Stockholm: overcoming the inconsistencies of immigration policy, December 2009, http://www.epc.eu/TEWN/pdf/954588169_EPC%20Working%20Paper%2032%20Beyond%20Stockholm.pdf
· Addressing Europe's employment crisis: what policies for recovery and reform?, Februar 2010, http://www.epc.eu/TEWN/pdf/162514360_Addressing%20Europe's%20employment%20crisis.pdf
15. PRILOGA 1

Analyst: Barroso II needs 'vision', sense of 'history' 

Interview with Tom Spencer, executive director of the European Centre for Public Affairs (ECPA)

By Georgi Gotev and Andrew Williams, EurActiv
With decades of EU institutional reform and eastern enlargement culminating with the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty, the European Union is now "as close to the final EU institutional balance as we are likely to get in our lifetimes" and leaders can focus on pressing issues like climate change, energy and food security instead, Tom Spencer, executive director of the European Centre for Public Affairs, told EurActiv in an interview. 

We have a new European Parliament. José Manuel Barroso has already been president of the European Commission for five years. He has shuffled his team so that he is in command and has very much the upper hand in the incoming executive. We also have a new Framework Agreement between the Commission and the Parliament. How will this new Commission be different from the previous one?

The first thing to say is that today is the first day in the life of the rest of the European Union, the continuing life of the EU. We've had this extraordinary nine-month period from the European Parliament elections, through to the parliamentary leadership taking Barroso hostage and having very substantial negotiations as to what shape the new Commission should be and who should get the portfolios. This all happened largely in the absence of member states, because they were obsessed by the Irish referendum result and couldn't decide who was going to get key jobs like the president of the Council or High Representative.

Autumn was dominated by the relationship between the European Parliament and Barroso, and it's that relationship which produces the construction of the Commission portfolios and who gets them, because here you have the situation where Parliament delayed the whole process by saying, 'if the treaty were in place, you'd need to find a simple majority in the European Parliament'. That's a much higher threshold than the traditional assumption that the presidency of the Commission went to the political party that won the largest share of the European Parliament seats.

For me, that's the key shift in the balance of power in the last nine months. When you say Barroso is in a powerful position because he reshuffled the portfolios, all those commissioners know that the reshuffle was actually dictated as part of the power balance with Parliament. So those who want to do another five years beyond will be very sensitive to parliamentary opinion.

Yes, Barroso comes out of this personally strong, but with the caveat that every one of those commissioners knows how the deal was struck.

Secondly, what became apparent in the autumn and culminated in Copenhagen is a major shift in the power balance of the world. A lot of this is clichéd – it's relations with Asia, it's China – but it has already produced a dramatic shift in American attitudes to Europe, symbolised by the summit exercise.

Every commissioner looking at their dossier is going to have to say 'what kind of world do we have in the five years of this Commission mandate?' Will it be more protectionist because Obama is forced to look inwards? There are a whole range of issues.

The picture is made up of three things: the significance of the Barroso-Parliament discussions in the autumn, the shift in power in the world, and the double-whammy of a new Commission and a new treaty, with all the inevitable personality complexities in that.

Someone in the institutions said to me, 'if you wanted to design a train wreck, you'd be changing Europe's foreign policy institutions at a time of foreign policy crisis,' and that's precisely what's happened.

There's also a lot of confusion over the new Council president and the High Representative. Some take the view that both are low-profile, which benefits Barroso again. It appears that the US president would rather speak to Barroso in many situations.

I think that's the wrong interpretation of Obama's attitude on coming to the summit. More significant here is that he clearly did not enjoy coming to the last summit in Prague.

Second is that he absolutely has to have a much stronger domestic focus ahead of the mid-term elections, as he's already travelled a lot internationally. This was also a very good way of sending a message to the Europeans about 'I'll come and talk to you, if you're for real'.

Looking at national European relationships with the US, we're all kind of closet lovers of bilateral relations. Given the revolution that Obama has produced in American foreign policy, he's not interested in a whingeing Europe that just wants to talk to him because he is famous. His relationship with China is much more important. We can't assume a special relationship, whether for the UK or any part of Europe.

I think there's a personal edge to this. Obama says in one of his books that when he came to Europe, he was unmoved, whereas when he went to Africa as a young man, he felt the energy of the whole thing. The assumption of an automatic priority for European views in America is substantially reduced under this presidency.

I regard that as good for Europe, because we now have the treaty institutions, we've got past the Irish referendum, we can talk openly about these things, and actually even on the question of 'why do we have summits?' Summits can just be a replacement activity.

You need an agenda.

I spent a lot of time last year on the EU-India summit. These summits are ridiculous. There is no institutional follow-up. People meet at a high level. There's a flurry of diplomatic activity so they can find some initiatives to be seen to talk about, and then they forget about it until next year. There's no mechanism for, 'what did we agree last year and what did we actually deliver?'

That's where I think Van Rompuy's position in all of this is underestimated. Because under the treaty, when you're dealing with another head of state, he represents the Union. So he's going to chair 21 bilateral summits this year, half of them in the EU, and half of them abroad. He's clearly going to want to actually improve the mechanism by which these summits deliver something.

This is a good moment for him to be doing that kind of thing, because Copenhagen was a defeat not only for the complexity of Europe and European foreign policy, but also for the French, the Germans and the British sides. This wasn't an exercise where the EU was doing one thing collectively and the big beasts were doing something else. They all had their prestige on the line in Copenhagen, and they all got a bloody nose.

There really is an opportunity for Van Rompuy to redefine how European foreign policy works. As we look at the detail of Barroso or the High Representative, we shouldn't lose sight of the fact that Van Rompuy is – because of the treaty – a major player.

So that brings us directly to the essence of this: to what extent is Barroso II now a powerful, imperial presidency? My instinct is that Barroso spent much of the last two years changing the way he ran the Commission to be ready for the competition with an incoming president of the European Council.

You can see it in the way that the secretary-general was putting together the Commission's proposals and action plans. Instead of just saying 'send me your lists' and going 'tick, tick, tick', Barroso was saying he only wants things that are sufficiently developed and meet our political agenda. There were a lot of people saying, 'what do you mean I can't have this, that or the other?'

So there was a lot of preparation for exactly the situation he finds himself in now. From his own point of view, that was very wise, because I think that Van Rompuy will be a major player. He is exactly designed by fate to fit the opportunity. Blair or a high-profile president of that kind was never going to happen, but a clever, careful Belgian who is absolutely used to handling complexity is exactly what the Council presidency needs at this moment, and I think it will be a useful balance with the more assertive Barroso.

Won't the most important meeting of the next few days be between Barroso and Van Rompuy to decide who does what? If they don't sit down together, there'll be competition between them.

I agree with that, but I think the conversation is not so much about 'you take this policy, I'll take that policy', it's about how you integrate the two pillars on each issue, like the bilateral summits, which became sensitive because of the Obama refusal. That's a really important power balance.

So it's not about deciding 'you take that policy, I'll take this one'?

I suspect they will find a perfectly comfortable modus vivendi, because they're actually quite similar people in some ways. It's about who does what when. It's about sorting out the complexities of where their mandates overlap. I don't think it's about 'you take climate change, I'll take trade', because by definition they are both required to be responsible in different ways across all those sectors.

The story of how successful this Commission will be is going to be about how successful Barroso manages the relationship with Van Rompuy on one hand and the Parliament on the other. Delors didn't have that kind of challenge. Delors could use Parliament when he wanted to. Barroso is not a Delors.

But Delors was a visionary, and Barroso is not.

It was a different generation. As we move away from not so much the founding fathers but the founding 'sons' of the Union, the people who shaped the EU from the 1970s onwards, we're getting to a generation who don't have the same sense of ownership of the EU institutions – we've just come through a bruising seven-year argument over the constitution.

This generation's leadership, whether in politics, public affairs or business, is less heroic than the previous generation. But they face a more difficult global environment, where heroism, bravery and creativity are absolutely needed given the global power shift.

This goes to the core of the European Union domestically, because the only story that you can use to justify European unity now is the ability for the Union to represent Europe's interests in an increasingly complex and difficult world. In Western Europe you can't go back to 'we bring you peace between France and Germany'. That's kind of history. And you can't do the enlargement agenda, which says 'we are reuniting our continent', because that's done. The Western Balkans remain, but we've done the reunification story.

The key binding story is that only the European Union can bring you influence for the whole continent in a world dominated by the Chinese, the Indians and shifting partners. That's why Copenhagen was so significant. It wasn't just marginalisation from detailed negotiations. What was challenged in Copenhagen was the whole model of how the world would develop.

The Union has always assumed that the world would end up rather like the European Union, with global agreements and treaties, incremental negotiation and goodwill towards men. Suddenly they find this brutality, sitting in Copenhagen in the middle of the night and not even being asked anything while the Americans and the Chinese point fingers at each other, take a blank sheet of paper and create something new.

At the same time, Europe was a driving force ahead of Copenhagen and the assumption was that Europe can be a leader on climate change and saving the planet.

Absolutely. But then we got the negotiations wrong. We played all our hands early. We just behaved as if the world was in its normal state, when in fact we'd not learned the lesson of the G20 and the financial crisis, that if you now operate in a multipolar world, you have to play multipolar games. You can't just do it by goodwill. You have to work out where your alliances are – with the Japanese, the Australians and small-island states.

The Chinese played a brilliant, cold, intelligent negotiating game. I think they're embarrassed by their success, because their success took the edge off China's soft image. The Americans played a game entirely separate from the Europeans, because he was caught by not having anything to deliver in the Senate, and if not humiliated he was completely embarrassed and made to look ineffective by the Chinese.

Europe needs to work on its foreign policy, by itself. Being a nice guy and being on the good side of all the arguments isn't enough, whether the issue is climate change or anything else. That's an emotional realisation which this town still has to grapple with.

Europe doesn't think that it will be the most important militarily or economically, but it thinks it can be the strongest morally, and can set an example for high living standards and human rights. Is this enough?

It's necessary, but not sufficient. We shouldn't abandon our belief in the universal UN structure of total agreement. In the medium term, we have to behave much more brutally because that's what the other players are doing.

Precisely because we believe in all the values that you've just listed, we must not find ourselves outmanoeuvred again as we were in Copenhagen. Somebody somewhere in our complex foreign policy mechanism needs to be sitting down and saying 'this is how we behave on trade issues; this is how we behave on climate change and security issues'.

We need allies. Where do we go in the world for allies? Who do we talk to? We have an unrivalled set of contacts. We have huge trade. But our success is going to be based on our power as well as our values, and the belief that you can just be Mr. Nice Guy and expect the Chinese, Indians and Americans to go 'ooh yes, Europe's so right on this' is wrong.

We have the EU 2020 strategy to replace the failed Lisbon Agenda. That's obviously going to be a Barroso project. Why should EU 2020 be better than the Lisbon Strategy? Why should we believe it will make a difference?

I don't believe it will. It seems to be a weak acronym. What is the purpose of it? Take the acronym. PIGS: Portugal, Ireland, Greece and Spain. Pigs. That is so powerful. Once someone came up with that acronym, then inevitably the financial worries spread from Greece to Spain and Portugal.

Just coming up with the acronym 'PIGS' is politically very powerful, because it actually moves markets. PIGS is something you instinctively listen to and go, 'yes, I like that concept'. Like BRIC and BASIC.

If 2020 meant anything, we would immediately take something from its title, but I don't think I could sit down here now and tell you what's in the 2020 strategy. I'd have to go and look it up.

Now, if you have to go and look something up, something is wrong with the communication.

The 1992 campaign for the creation of the single market had power because people understood the nature of what we were doing. I don't believe that either at elite level or individual level people think the same way or attach the same importance to EU 2020.  

Nevertheless, it's the pet project of this Commission and is designed to last longer than its term.  

The Commission is a continuing institution. Its identity, its morale and its relationship with the other institutions is a longer-term story than the personalities of any given five-year segment.

As a communications device, EU 2020 is very weak.

How would you compare Barroso's presidency to that of Jacques Delors, Romano Prodi and Jacques Santer?

I think the emotional crisis over Santer and the role of the Commission took longer to heal than we realised at the time. That, rather than the personalities, has shaped how the Commission has developed.

The Commission has got much of its morale back. It felt as if it was constantly losing power to the Parliament and the member states, so it has developed mechanisms, a lot of the 'Better Regulation' impact assessment exercises are designed to push power back to the Commission and limit the influence of Parliament under co-decision.

The Commission is an immensely sensitive and creative political animal, and it had a huge emotional wobble at the end of the last century, because it looked around and said 'hey, we were responsible for creating all these new policies, and there aren't any left, so what are we going to do now?' It has largely got its morale back.

What makes this moment so interesting is that we have got as close to the final EU institutional balance as we are likely to get in our lifetimes. This is it! This is what the system is, and this is what the overlap between the Commission, Parliament and Council will be.

Yes, there are details to work out, but nobody is planning fundamental treaty change. You'll see the Parliament working out how to maximise its influence under the new system, likewise the Council and Commission.

Everything up to now has been prologue – the strengthening of the treaties, the election of the European Parliament, the growth in its powers, the increase in the EU's competences: well, here we are.

Barroso built strong relations with the major EU countries. Is this his strength?

No future enlargements will shift the core power balance between the member states. If we go from 27 to 33, we're looking at the same basic balance of power. We now know what the parameters look like.

The idea that you could reduce the president of the Commission to a secretary processing the decisions of the Council doesn't look realistic at all. The Council behaved like a political body at 15, but you can't behave in that way at 27 or 30, so you cede that collective power to Van Rompuy and his ability to coordinate what's happening.

For all three institutions, everything before today was prologue, but now we have a system that we asked for. Now we have to make it work, and we have to make it work under difficult economic and external conditions.

But the hidden advantage is that the European public knows that the recession and our global position are not easy, so this is the best opportunity the European institutions have had to reconnect with their publics for ten years.

We're not arguing about the details of constitutional change, which nobody out there understands and Eurosceptic politicians can pick up on. That's done. That's yesterday's news. We have that.

This is about policy. It's about unemployment, energy, climate change, food: issues that the public may have different views on but at least they understand it. When you're arguing about what the powers of the High Representative would be, you'd be hard pushed to find more than 5,000 people out of 500m who understand what you're actually talking about. When you're talking about jobs, relations with the Chinese or fuel shortages, people understand what you're talking about.

I think it's always useful to look at historical precedents, even including Delors and the visionary exercise. This was about creating the EU institutions, and from today onwards, it's about running the institutions of the Union. There's a subtle difference.

Less heroic, as you said, and perhaps more specialised. Many EU officials have spent years working in EU affairs.

We're now five years on from the great enlargement. Emotionally that enlargement dates from the 1990s onwards, in terms of preparing for it. So we're now perfectly comfortable with a Polish president of the European Parliament.

Everything before today was prologue. We've built this huge machine to test whether humans can actually cooperate in an intelligent way together, we turn it on, the thing flashes around and round, and bang, we end up arguing whether or not Baroness Ashton should have gone to Haiti.

If you could spend two minutes with Barroso, what would be your main recommendations to him? 

I would remind him of the Portuguese Revolution, in order to help us to remember how far Europe has come. Barroso II is the first president of a Commission that operates under a mature, completed European Union structure. He has the courage and the political position to really deliver for Europe in the next five years.

I want him to position himself historically and look externally, because the key justification for the European Union if you were Portuguese at the time of the revolution was that this was to be the guarantee of democracy. Done! Tick!

He and Portugal have come a very long way. Now he needs to have that historical sense, but also he needs to have that global sense, which actually the Portuguese have. The Portuguese are encoded with Henry the Navigator, the Luciades: we think of the British and the French of having world views, but so do the Portuguese. 

So my advice would be: be yourself, look how far we have come, have a sense of history, have a sense of geography, and then be completely pragmatic inside that. 

Priloga 2

China’s peaceful rise turns prickly
by Charles Grant
Have western attitudes to the rise of China been based on wishful thinking? China’s increasingly tough approach to diplomacy is leading governments in the US and in Europe to rethink their policies towards China. Western leaders are starting to question some of the optimistic assumptions on which those policies have been based.

Until very recently, many western bankers, business people and politicians were broadly optimistic about the rise of China. They assumed that as China became more developed it would become more western. As it integrated into the global economy its society would open up, it would play a constructive role in multilateral institutions, and it would help western governments sort out key foreign policy challenges. China’s leaders seemed to understand that their top priority – the economic development of their country – required friendly relations with other major powers, notably the US.

There has also been a pessimistic view of China’s rise, held by people in the US defence establishment, some right-wing think-tanks and the human rights lobbies. They have argued that as China develops it is becoming more assertive, less willing to compromise with the West, less welcoming to foreign investors and more repressive politically. Like other rising powers throughout history, the pessimists have thought, China would disrupt the international system. They have pointed to China’s soaring defence budget as support for their case.

Of course, both views have been based on truth. China is not a monolithic entity. Within the leadership, many institutions and personal and ideological factions compete for power. But until recently the optimists dominated western views of China. I was an optimist when, two years ago, I wrote (with Katinka Barysch) ‘Can Europe and China shape a new world order?’ (http://www.cer.org.uk/pdf/p_837.pdf). Our report argued that China was evolving into the “responsible global stakeholder” that Robert Zoellick had urged it to become when he was US deputy secretary of state. 

Over the past year the optimists have found it increasingly difficult to sustain their view. There are still examples of China being helpful – for example, it has sent ships to catch pirates in the Indian Ocean, and engaged in G20 discussions – but overall it has become a much pricklier partner.

China’s foreign policy has become more assertive. Its claims to the Indian state of Arunachal Pradesh have become more vociferous. It is being less helpful to the West over the Iranian nuclear problem – and has become more hostile than Russia to further sanctions on Iran. Its treatment of the EU is sometimes contemptuous – it cancelled one summit and regularly punishes countries whose leaders meet the Dalai Lama in an official setting. Western governments have suffered increasingly powerful cyber-attacks that have been traced to mainland China.

China’s political system has become more repressive. Moves to introduce greater democracy into local government and the Communist Party have faltered. Dissidents are facing a tougher time. In December Liu Xiaobo was sentenced to 11 years in prison for organising a pro-democracy petition.

China’s economic policies have become more nationalist. Many foreign investors in China complain about exclusion from key markets and unofficial forms of discrimination. China’s manipulation of its currency downwards, driven by a mercantilist desire to boost exports and foreign currency reserves, exacerbates the problem of global economic imbalances and is fuelling protectionist sentiment in other countries.

Recent events have brought home to public opinion in the West how China is changing. At the Copenhagen climate change conference in December, China worked hard behind the scenes to scupper the kind of deal that western countries and many poor nations wanted (at one point it sent a deputy foreign minister to negotiate with Barack Obama). And this month Google has said that it may leave China because of cyber attacks on its business and increasingly stringent internet censorship.

If one talks to people in China about the troubled state of relations between China and the West, many of them are baffled. They know little of the incidents that have caused problems, which are unreported in the Chinese media. They say that most Chinese people are focused on domestic issues – such as jobs, pollution and soaring house prices – rather than foreign policy.

So the source of China’s tougher line seems to be the leadership, rather than pressure from the people. Three factors may explain why hard-liners are winning more arguments within the leadership.

• China’s economy has performed impressively during the global recession, growing by 9 per cent in 2009. Meanwhile the western economic model is viewed as discredited. China’s leaders would not be human if they did not feel a bit cocky – especially since they have been on the receiving end of patronising lectures from western leaders about the superiority of western capitalism. The emerging super-power feels it has the right to assert its own interests more forcefully. 

• Yet China’s leaders feel insecure. The unrest in Tibet (in 2008) and Xinjiang (in 2009) caught them by surprise. Rapid economic growth and urbanisation are creating huge social tensions. Endemic corruption makes local party bureaucrats unpopular. The booming housing market – fuelled by the government selling land to property speculators – means that many young middle class people cannot afford to buy flats. Few Chinese people want western-style democracy, but the leaders know their legitimacy is built on thin foundations. Hence their reluctance to allow a more open society. 

• The current leadership, led by Hu Jintao and Wen Xiabao, is due to hand over to the ‘fifth generation’ of leaders in 2012. There is much manoeuvring for position. The machinations within Zhongnanhai, where the top communists live and work, are impossible to decipher. But some key figures seem to be pushing a nationalist line in order to boost their support among party cadres. In China, as in most countries, nationalist policies can be popular. 

American attitudes to China are palpably hardening. At some point this year the US may declare China to be a currency manipulator and then apply protectionist measures. The EU finds it very difficult to get tough with anyone. But European leaders are increasingly critical of China, at least in private. China’s leaders should not assume that European markets will remain open to them indefinitely. 

China’s attitude to international relations is ultra-realist. It will take what it can get, while respecting power and facts. But China’s leaders may have miscalculated by underestimating the impact of their harder line on Washington and European capitals. How well-informed are the people in Jonghnanhai? Do they receive objective reports on how Chinese words and actions impact on western political systems? And do they care what western leaders think?

Undoubtedly, there are Chinese leaders who stand by the premise of the ‘peaceful rise’ slogan – that China’s economic development requires some modesty in international affairs and good relations with the West. When the most senior leaders see that their current approach may spur several powerful countries to work together to contain China, they may wish to modify their course. But if they maintain the hard line for a prolonged period, China’s relations with the West will become very tense. Free trade and the world economy may well suffer. 

Charles Grant is director of the Centre for European Reform.
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